
       Plain Talk 

T he Board of Commissioners remains extremely concerned about the 
three mining tax measures (resolutions) passed by the Nevada Legis-

lature at their most recent special session. These lay the groundwork for 
changes to the Nevada Constitution’s mining tax structure, which currently 
allows a net proceeds of minerals tax to be no more than 5%. Each of 
the resolutions would increase the taxation of mining but differ in how 
they would allocate the higher taxes. Amending the Nevada Constitution 
to make any of the changes will require the same resolution to be passed 
again by the Legislature at a future session and then submitted to Neva-

da voters for approval.  A synopsis of the three resolutions is below.    

Assembly Joint Resolution 1 (AJR 1) increases minerals tax from 5% of 
net proceeds of mines to 7.75% of gross proceeds.  It eliminates the re-
quirement that mining revenues be shared with the county and local 
school district where the minerals were extracted.  All of the tax revenue 
would go to the State with 75% to the General Fund and 25% specifical-

ly earmarked for educational, health care or economic assistance to Nevada residents.  

Senate Joint Resolution 1 (SJR 1) is the same as AJR 1 except where the now State-only revenue is split with 
50% to the General Fund and 50% to a program “to make payments…to eligible persons domiciled in this 
State on a yearly basis.”  Both AJR 1 and SJR 2 would enshrine in the Constitution that only a majority of Leg-
islators of each House would be required for any future, additional provisions providing for taxation of miner-

als but two-thirds of Legislators would need to approve an exemption from or reduction of any minerals tax. 

Assembly Joint Resolution 2 (AJR 2) increases the net proceeds of minerals tax from 5% to 12% and keeps 
the requirement for the mining tax revenues with the county and local school dis-

trict where the minerals were extracted.   

Legislature’s Mining Tax Resolutions Threaten County’s Future  
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C ounty Commission Chair and County Health Officer JJ Goicoechea, DVM, reminds 

everyone to practice social distancing when possible and wear a mask to protect our 

community. A recent increase in community spread  of the COVID-19 virus jeopardizes 

our local businesses and 

school. “My number one 

priority is protecting all 

citizens of Eureka Coun-

ty,” said Goicoechea. If 

we want to keep our 

schools and businesses 

open, we must all do our 

part to limit community 

spread and protect each 

other.” ● 
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Eureka-Palisade rail car anchors the pock-

et park being created with help from the 

County, Eureka Restoration Enterprise, and 

the Recreation Board. Still to come? Trail-

head sign, picnic table, and more. 
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   Chairman JJ Goicoechea 
responded to the proposed mining tax increases by 
stating, “Net Proceeds of Minerals Taxes, especially 
during boom periods, are what allow very rural,  
frontier counties like Eureka County to invest, build 
and sustain important services and amenities to ensure 
a quality of life for our residents and more important-
ly, our youth —investing in stability for times of mining 

bust.” 

Community Benefits 

  In addition to substantially funding many of our cap-
ital improvement and public 
works projects, other things such 
as school facilities, medical clinics, 
water and sewer services, recre-
ational facilities, emergency and 
fire response, and natural re-
sources management are at least 
partially subsidized with mining 
taxes.  This includes our well 
maintained facilities in Eureka, 
Crescent Valley, and beyond – 
such as the Opera House, Senti-
nel Museum, Crescent Valley 
Community Center, fairgrounds in 
both Crescent Valley and Eureka 
and, and our well-equipped vol-
unteer fire stations.  “The things 

that make rural Eureka County great would be signifi-
cantly diminished, or go away, without revenue from 
mining taxes,” said Goicoechea.  

   Even increases in net proceeds of minerals tax (let 
alone the gross tax two of the resolutions call for) 
would undoubtedly have negative effects on the 
County’s local sales and personal property taxes due 
to mining downturns. Mines pay the same taxes that 
any other business in Nevada pays, plus a net pro-

(Mining tax continued from page 1) 

For more information, contact Eureka County Public Works:  

775/237-5372 or email PublicWorks@EurekaCountyNV.gov 

EUREKA CANYON SUBDIVISION LOTS FOR SALE  
58 development-ready lots in southern Eureka County, under $2.60 per square foot 

Views of the Diamond Mountain Range  

Fully paved with municipal water & sewer, power, telephone, curbs, gutter and sidewalks 

Located within the Townsite of Eureka; walk to the grocery store and bank 

ceeds tax on minerals. Regardless of impacts to 
county and school 
district revenues, tax 
increases on mines 
would likely reduce 
total tax revenues 
accrued in the State 
due to secondary 
and cascading ef-
fects.   

Gross Tax Impacts  

   A mining tax increase, especially a gross tax, will 
have a major chilling effect on exploration and 
pursuit of small or marginally profitable mines with 
huge upfront investments before there’s ever a re-
turn. It takes mines many years, even the big ones, 
to finally turn a profit after paying off all of their 
upfront investments. Mining carries more risk than 
other business enterprises.  It is difficult to know in 
advance the exact production and quantity and 
quality of the minerals to be mined.  There are ex-
tremely long lead times between exploration, de-
fining a mineable resource, permitting, and actual 
production.  It is difficult to project what mineral 
prices will be after production and then sale.  The 
risks, especially with a gross tax, would preclude 
many mines from even pursuing a project.   
   Many small mines take years of mining to finally 
make a profit.  “A gross tax would be a death knell 
for mining and especially small or marginal mines,” 
said Goicoechea. “Also, pure economics dictates 
that discretionary spending of mining companies 
would be reduced to ensure continued profits and 
returns.”  Some discretionary funding could be re-
duced such as educational programs, community 
gifting programs, charitable contributions, and local 

event support. 

“THE THINGS THAT 

MAKE RURAL 

EUREKA COUNTY 

GREAT WOULD BE 

SIGNIFICANTLY 

DIMINISHED OR   

GO AWAY 

WITHOUT 

REVENUE FROM 

MINING TAXES.” 

NV Bureau of Mines and Geology, photo by Mike Visher 

(Mining tax continued on page 3) 

Gold Quarry Mine in Eureka County 
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PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE 
Countywide Street Maintenance Completed  
Sewer Pond Sludge Removal Underway   

D uring the 2020 construction season, 
Eureka County completed a county-

wide street maintenance and airport mi-
cro paving project at a total cost of $3.8 

million with Sierra Nevada Construction.  

Street Maintenance 

  All paved roads in Eureka County to 
receive the best level of attention based 
on road conditions.  Therefore, all  
Crescent Valley paved roads received a 
3/8” chip seal with a micro-pave over 
the top of that. This is the highest level of 
surface treatment short of repaving the 
road. Certain portions of Diamond  
Valley received a chip seal and micro-
pave on the heaviest truck traffic routes.  
All other areas in the valley received mi-
cro-pave only.  
  Eureka town roads were micro-paved 
and all parking lots in Crescent Valley 
and Eureka were micro-paved. Fish Creek 
Road to county line will be micro-paved 
to southern most point of the County, truly 
making this a county wide (or long actual-
ly).  The project also included new micro-
paving and striping at the Eureka Air-
port.  
   The result? About 14 million square feet 
or more than 100 linear miles of road 
treatment has been applied, and the 
County’s roads are now protected 

through this preventive maintenance.  

Sewer Pond Relining 

The Eureka sewer pond relining project is 
underway. The total cost is $743,000 

 

The County Commission has appointed Jeb Rowley (l) as Public 

Works Director. He replaces Ron Damele who is retiring after 36 

years of service to the County.  Jeb is also the County Emergency 

Management Director and District Fire Chief. Congratulations and 

thanks to Ron on a job well done. Welcome aboard Jeb. 

What’s Next 

   The County will continue to stay engaged with the Legislature, the mining industry, and the public as this pro-
cess further unfolds to advocate for fair taxation of mining operations that return revenues to local communities 
and schools while continuing responsible mining’s other social and economic benefits to our local communities. 
The resolutions can be accessed online at https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/32nd2020Special/Bills/AJR/
AJR1_EN.pdf, https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/32nd2020Special/Bills/AJR/AJR2_EN.pdf, and https://
www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/32nd2020Special/Bills/SJR/SJR1_EN.pdf. ● 

with the work being done 
by Remington Construction.   
   The Eureka Wastewater 
Treatment Facility has two 
ponds. Pond 1 had filled up 
with sludge to the point that 
the inlet was being blocked, 
requiring the removal of 
approximately 3,000 cubic 
yards of dried sludge and 
bentonite for disposal at 
the Eureka landfill.  Pond 2 
is being used while Pond 1 is under rehabilitation. The new lining is 
expected to be installed by the end of September with final project 
completion by November 1.  ● 

Sludge was dredged from Pond 1 at the Eu-

reka Wastewater Treatment Facility and 

transported to the landfill for disposal as part 

of long-term maintenance and upkeep of the 

Eureka wastewater system. 

(Mining tax continued from page 2) 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/32nd2020Special/Bills/AJR/AJR1_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/32nd2020Special/Bills/AJR/AJR1_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/32nd2020Special/Bills/AJR/AJR2_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/32nd2020Special/Bills/SJR/SJR1_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/32nd2020Special/Bills/SJR/SJR1_EN.pdf


 Med Flight Options for County Residents 

Sentinel Museum Moments in Time 

Meet Sophia Zadow, Suffrage Pioneer. Sophia Fulton, born in Eureka on September 24, 1886, married Rudolph Za-

dow on October 7, 1908 in Eureka. Sophia Zadow was active in Nevada’s successful effort by the 

Nevada Equal Franchise Society to give women the right to 

vote during 1913-1914.  The Out West Magazine article “The 

Clash in Nevada” records: “The Eureka branch has wisely used 

the lure of literary and musical program to attract women to its 

semi-monthly meetings. Mrs. Laura Hoegh, Miss Effie Eather 

and Mrs. Rudolph Zadow have been the successive presidents 

of this lively society. Taking advantage of the dance wave over the country, 

they gave a Labor Day ball which fattened both their social prestige and their 

treasury.” In 1914, the all-male electorate approved the constitutional amend-

ment to allow women to vote. It passed in all but four counties with the greatest population density: Eureka, Ormsby, 

Storey, and Washoe Counties. Sophia died in 1979 in Reno where she is buried in the Masonic Memorial Gardens. 
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EMS Needs Volunteers 

1914 Equal Franchise Parade  

MedX Air offers free medical flights  

for Eureka County residents. Eureka 

County EMS will request that MedX 

Air be called in the event that Air 

Medical transport is requested or 

required. However, MedX Air may 

not always be available to respond, 

due to  weather, maintenance or al-

ready assisting someone else. If 

MedX Air is unable to respond, Reach 

Air or Care Flight maybe called. Eu-

reka County EMS suggests that eve-

ryone get the membership for the 

other 2 flight services that come into 

our area. A small annual membership 

cost could save you thousands in case 

of an emergency.  ●The Airmedcare-

network has services in over 320 

locations in 38 states. 

www.airmedcarenetwork.com 1-800-

793-0010 or 1-844-994-1826 which 

has Reach Air out of Elko/Ely. They 

have 1, 3 and 5 year memberships, 

$85, $240 and $$395 with discounts 

for Seniors $65, $185 and $300 re-

spectfully.  ●REMSA 

www.remsahealth.com/membership 1-

775-858-5700 has Care Flight out of 

Reno/Fallon.  $55 Flight Plan member-

ship. Care Flight is a member of the 

Association of Air Medical Membership 

Programs so your membership will be 

honored for emergency air medical 

transports by select reciprocation pro-

grams. Check for details. These mem-

berships cover all household members. 

Don’t wait until it’s too late… become 

a member today! ● 

Have you considered becoming an 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) ? 
The Eureka County Volunteer Ambu-
lance Service is seeking individuals 
interested in becoming an EMT. 
   Your Eureka County Emergency 
Medical Services currently has 22 
Drivers, Basic and Advanced EMT’s. 
Staffing in Crescent Valley is low. 
Staffing in Eureka is a little better , 
but some have limited availability. 
   Initial course and testing fees are 
the responsibility of the individual. 
Once the National Registry Certifi-
cate and State of Nevada Ambulance 
Attendant License are awarded, the 
EMT may request full reimbursement. 
   If you have a current certification , 
please contact us.  Our mission is 
“Saving Lives”! Make our mission 
yours and join us today! 
Call 775-237-5306 or email us at 
ems@eurekacountynv.gov 

Eureka Clinic Weekend Calls  
Eureka County residents can receive medical assistance from close of Eureka 
Clinic business hours on Friday until Monday morning, says WB Ririe Rural 
Health Clinic.  Call Eureka Sheriff’s non-emergent phone number, (775) 237-
5330. The dispatcher will ask questions to verify it is not an emergency. Patients 
can ask to speak with a provider who will conduct an assessment over the 
phone. The provider will make a determination if the patient can wait to be 
seen, should be see at the Eureka Clinic immediately, or routed through EMS to 
a higher level of care. Do not call for issues that should be addressed during 
normal clinic hours such as prescription refills. Providers will treat patients based 
on their professional judgment. Patients will be billed as if the visit was done 
during regular Clinic hours, Monday through Friday. 

Discussion is underway with other 

providers regarding better    

service in Crescent Valley. More 

information to follow as it      

becomes available.  

UPDATE:  
Crescent Valley  
Medical Clinic  

http://www.airmedcarenetwork.com/
tel:+18449941826
http://www.remsahealth.com/membership
mailto:ems@eurekacountynv.cov


VOTER REGISTRATION:  Voters are encouraged to confirm that their voter registration information is up to 

date as soon as possible including mailing address and political party affiliation.  Visit 
www.RegisterToVoteNV.gov to register online or make updates to your existing voter profile.  You can also 

contact the Eureka County Clerk Recorder’s Office at (775) 237-5263. 

October 6 - Deadline to register to vote, update registration or change party affiliation by mail or by appear-
ing in person at the Eureka County Clerk Recorder’s Office at 10 S. Main St., Eureka, NV.  Mailed registration 

applications must be postmarked by October 6, 2020. 

October 29 - Deadline for online registration and registration updates.  Visit www.RegisterToVoteNV.gov 

October 17 – 30 and November 3 – Same day in person registration during early voting hours and on Election 
Day. Voters may register, update registration or change party affiliation in person at polling locations. Voters 

must provide a valid Nevada Driver’s License or Nevada Identification Card and proof of residency.   

VOTING:  A.B. 4, 32nd Special Session (Nev. 2020), enacts provisions for conducting elections adversely affect-
ed by certain emergencies or disasters.  The 2020 General Election has been designated as an “affected” 
election.  Accordingly, the Eureka County Clerk Recorder’s Office has been mandated to mail all active regis-

tered voters a mail ballot.  You may choose to vote your mail ballot or vote in-person using a voting machine. 

If you choose to vote your mail ballot, you may return your ballot to the Clerk Recorder’s Office in the follow-
ing ways:   ● U.S. Postal Service (USPS) (postage is prepaid on the ballot return envelope); 

    ● Hand-deliver to the Clerk Recorder’s office during business hours; 

    ● Hand-deliver to a Eureka County polling location during polling hours; or 

    ● Drop off your ballot at a Eureka County ballot drop-off location during polling hours. 

If you choose to vote in person, please appear at the polling location during polling hours. You will be       
required to sign an affirmation surrendering your mail ballot before being issued a ballot to cast in person us-

ing a voting machine. 

POLLING LOCATIONS :    Eureka County Clerk Recorder’s Office, 10 S. Main St., Eureka 
             Crescent Valley Community Center, 64 McDaniel Way, Crescent Valley 
EARLY VOTING AND SAME DAY REGISTRATION HOURS 
Eureka Clerk Recorder’s Office Hours: 

 

Crescent Valley Community Center Hours: 

 

Days Dates Times 

Saturday October 17, 2020 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Monday – Friday October 19 – 23, 2020 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Saturday October 24, 2020 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Monday – Friday October 26 – 30, 2020 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Tuesday November 3, 2020 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Monday October 19, 2020 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Wednesday October 21, 2020 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Monday October 26, 2020 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Wednesday October 28, 2020 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Tuesday November 3, 2020 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
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General Election Is November 3, 2020 
Update for Eureka County Voters  

http://www.RegisterToVoteNV.gov
http://www.RegisterToVoteNV.gov
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Dana Lee Fruend (pronounced as “friend”) started as 
the Eureka County Tourism Director 
on April 1st.  She works directly for 
the Recreation Board to feature 
Eureka County as a tourist destina-
tion and to promote events to bring 
visitors to the county. 
   She has an eclectic background 
in both rural and city tourism, event 

marketing and planning. She is a published author, col-
umnist and professional photographer with a back-
ground in EMS, Structure and Wildland Fire. Dana and 
her husband Eddie live in downtown Eureka and have 
two daughters and three grandsons. Fruend is a foodie 
and lover of art and history. With a deep love for rural 
Nevada and its people, she is creating fun events and 
activities for visitors and locals alike. On Fridays and 
Saturdays you can sign up for a downtown Historical 
Ghost Tour. In October she will launch Afternoon Tea at 
the Jackson House.  
   Visit her at the Tourist Information Center 10am-3pm, 
Thursday thru Monday, downstairs at the Jackson House 
Hotel in Eureka, or call 775/230-2232. ● 

Eureka County residents who receive medical services at the Eureka Clinic for dates of service received on or after July 

1, 2018 to June 30, 2021 will receive a 75% supplement payment toward their medical bills.  

Requirement and Process:  Patient must be a Eureka County resident. Services (office visit, lab draw –includes tests pro-

cessed by WBRH, x-ray, and respiratory) must be provided at the Eureka Clinic.  

Third Party Insurance Coverage: To receive the 75% price reduction, after the patient receives the Explanation of Ben-

efits, the patient will need to contact the William Bee Ririe Hospital Billing department. Options:  ●Call (775) 289-3001 

Ext. 614  (please have EOB on hand)  ●Come into the WBRH billing office  ●Mail EOB to WBRH  ●Fax to WBRH  (775) 

289-8244  (Eureka Clinic can fax it for you).  Mail the payment to the William Bee Ririe Hospital Billing department, 

1500 Avenue H, Ely, NV 89301.  The supplement payment is subject to change.  

Fine print:  Does not apply to payments processed under the sliding fee scale Self Pay Patients; Copayment; Lab tests processed by 

Quest lab or Labcorp; Services provided at WBRH (i.e. Emergency Room visits, WBRH clinic, Hospital out-patient and in-patient). 

W.B. RIRIE EUREKA CLINIC:  Eureka County Medical Expense Supplement Payment 
 

Eureka County Tourism Has A New Friend 

Downwinder Compensation Program Ends in 2022 

The program to compensate persons who lived down-

wind of nuclear weapons tests will expire July 9, 2022. 

Claims filed after that date will be barred. For more 

information, contact the Nevada Radiation Exposure 

Screening and Education program at the UNLV School 

of Medicine at 702/992-6887. Nevada RESEP offers 

free medical outreach and education to those affected 

by nuclear weapons testing. If you or a family member 

lived in a downwind community in the 1950s or early 

1960s, you may qualify. Eureka County is a downwind 

county.   www.unlv.edu/medicine/Nevada-resep 

Eureka County schools are open at 100% capac-
ity  during these COVID-19 times. Schedules and proce-
dures have been modified for social distancing. Teach-
ers, students, and staff wear masks. Some parents have 
opted for a distance learning curriculum, supervised by 
school personnel. "The first two weeks of school went 
well," said Superintendent of Schools Tate Else. "Social 
distancing procedures are being followed." 
   The school district is operating under guidance from 
the County board of health, chaired by Commissioner JJ 
Goicoechea. In the event of illness or exposure, the 
school district would follow quarantine and contact trac-
ing procedures, depending on the circumstances. Parents 
have been asked to keep their children at home if they 
are sick. 
   "We are doing our best to educate kids at a high 
quality during this time," said Superintendent Else. ● 

Eureka Schools Fully Open  
COVID-19 Precautions In Place 
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October Free Dump Days  
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2020 Events Calendar  September— December  
October — Free Dump Days every Saturday in October (October  3, 10, 17, 24, 31) Please see flyer on page 7. 

October 2—First Fridays on Bateman Street, 7 pm, Eureka 

October 3—Light the Night Ride at DJ’s Diner, 8 pm, Eureka 

October 3—Golden Oldies Activity in Crescent Valley, time and location TBD 

October 10—Crescent Valley Girl Scouts 25th Anniversary Time Capsule Opening, Crescent Valley Park, 1 pm* 

October 17—Crescent Valley Street Cleanup Service Project. Meet at the park, 10 am* 

October 17—Ghost Tea and Tour, Grand Opening at 1 pm, Jackson House, Eureka 

October 24—Rabies Clinic at the Crescent Valley Fire Station, 10 am-3pm* 

October 31—Crescent Valley Halloween Party, Community Center, 12-3 pm, costume contest, games, kid activities * 

November 14—Holiday Bazaar, Eureka Opera House 

November 21—Afternoon Tea at the Jackson House, Eureka 

December 5—Eureka Christmas Tree Lighting, Eureka Fire Station  

December 19—Jackson House Christmas Tea, Eureka 

December  20 — Crescent Valley Christmas Parade of Lights, House Decorating Contest, and Dinner* 

December 31—Firemen’s New Years Eve Party, Eureka Opera House 
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* sponsored by Crescent Valley 

Town Advisory Board (CVTAB) 

All events subject to change or 

cancellation due to COVID-19 


